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V. 22: Hast thou a clear faith? Have it to thyself before God.
Happy is he whose conscience condemneth him not in that which
he doth.
V, 23: For whatsoever is not of faith is sin.
From these texts it apparently followed that it was right to
imprison the best people in Naples, and restore a cruel tyrant
to absolute rule. Alexander commanded the largest army in the
world, and had power to make his will prevail. Metternich, it
is true, thought him mad, but regarded that as a matter of no
consequence, so long as the madman could be made to carry out
the wishes of the Austrian Foreign Office.
Alexander's religion went through many phases. At first, while
orthodox, he did not trouble himself much about it. Then,
partly under his sister Catherine's influence, he became in-
terested in the Free Masons, whom the more orthodox regarded
with aversion. Madame Krudenera following the advice of the
Moravian cobbler, laid stress on the Bible, and led Alexander
to study the Scriptures. He encouraged the British and Foreign
Bible Society to distribute Bibles in Russia, and Prince Golitzin
was associated with him in this work, Koshelev, a friend of
Golitzin was another of Alexander's religious coadjutors. These
two men endeavoured to prevent him from becoming wholly
reactionary, and were, in their religious views, not in agree-
ment with the fanatical orthodoxy of the Russian Church dig-
nitaries. One of the most prominent of the latter was the
Archimandrite Photius, who, after the death of Koshelev, ac-
quired considerable influence over the Emperor. When Koshelev
died, Photius pronounced a somewhat singular funeral prayer:
In the depth of silence and solitude, I pray the Lord to employ
in His works, when He shall judge it suitable, the man of God,
to destroy the Satanic vaults, hidden in mysterious resorts,
secret societies of Voltahreans, freemasons ana martinists, and to
decapitate the seven-headed hydra, that thrice cursed illuminism,
of which the High Priest or magus, quite recently, on St
George's Day, the 26th of November, was summoned to appear
before tihe tribunal of the Lord
In international affairs, Alexander's policy had still one step to
take; this was taken in 1822, at the Congress of Verona and in
the preliminary conversations at Vienna. The revolt of the